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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





















































____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---


Song Leader---


Lord's Supper---


   Asst. 1-----	


   Asst. 2-----


   Asst. 3-----


   Asst. 4-----


   Asst. 5-----


2nd Prayer----


Scripture Reading---


Sermon-------


Announcements----


Closing Prayer-----


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----


Song Leader-------


Scripture Reading---


2nd Prayer------


Sermon----


Lord's Supper----


Announcements----


Closing Prayer-----


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---


Invitation---


Closing Prayer---





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Unconditional Surrender


And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. (2 Corinthians 8:5)





To seek God sincerely is to give ourselves to Him completely. The good things that come from life in God come to those who yield themselves to Him entirely. If we hold back parts of our hearts or our lives from His benevolence, we will miss the unique blessings that flow from commitment. If we sow sparingly, we will not reap bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6).


     "A living sacrifice" is the expression Paul used to characterize the yielding of ourselves to God: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service" (Romans 12:1). In the Law of Moses, animals that were sacrificed to God had to be slain. It was not possible for the worshiper to retain the living animal for himself and still give a part of it to the Lord. The very life of the animal itself had to be given. Corresponding to those sacrifices, our offering must be total. Although ours is a "living" sacrifice, the gift must be no less complete than if our bodies were to be slain. God deserves no less than our all, both inwardly and outwardly.


     But the partial approach not only tries to give God less than He deserves, it involves us in great difficulty and frustration 


Cont. on page 3








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Religious Controversy


By Sewell Hall





A common saying for many years has been:  "I don't believe in arguing religion."  Such an expression usually means that the person speaking either has no convictions or feels incapable of defending them.








We must be sure, however, that our contention is always "for the faith."  Far too much of the contention in our time is over matters of indifference, of opinion, or of personal or party pride.


     This also must have been a problem in New Testament times for Paul warned again and again: "But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife" (2 Timothy 2:24).


     A willingness to contend earnestly for the faith does not mean that all teaching must be aimed at some immoral practice or false doctrine.  Preaching should "warn the unruly," but also "comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, and be patient with all: (I Thess. 5:14).  If preaching is to reprove and rebuke, it is also to exhort (2 Timothy 4:2).  Even the reproof and rebuke, according to this verse, must be done "with all longsuffering and teaching."


     The Bible warns against a contentious spirit.  "A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will" (2 Timothy 2:24-26).  Christians who crucify "the flesh with its passions and desires" avoid "hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissension, and the like" (Galatians 5:24, 19-21).  When we are challenged to give a defense for the hope that is within us, we must respond "with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).


					





The goal is peace and tranquillity at any cost And the cost all too often is an uninformed and potentially apostate congregation. Such a church is already departing from the New Testament pattern.


     New Testament churches were marked by controversy.  In Acts 6:2, there was a meeting of the church in Jerusalem occasioned by the murmuring of the Hellenists against the Hebrews.  Years later, when Peter returned to Jerusalem from preaching to the Gentiles, "those of the circumcision contended with him, saying, "You went in to the uncircumcised men and ate with them!'" (Acts 11:2-3). In Antioch, "Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with" those who insisted that Gentiles had to be circumcised to be saved (Acts 15:1-2).  The controversy was carried to Jerusalem where there was "much dispute," settled only by the apostles and elders who were guided by the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:7, 28).  On one occasion, in a gathering of brethren in Antioch, Paul withstood Peter to his face because he and others "were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel" (Galatians 2:11-21).  All of these controversies resulted in a clarified message and a more unified church.


     Contrary to popular thinking, controversy is in no way inconsistent with Christ-likeness.  Jesus Himself was in constant disputation with the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Several chapters in the books of Matthew and John are devoted to those debates.  One could even question the Christ-likeness of anyone who would refuse to "contend earnestly for the faith, which was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). 








     In most denominations there is very little controversy.  In some it is the result of an unquestioning acceptance of the denominational creed, of the local "pastor" or of the official church publication.  More often today it is due to the acceptance of the modern philosophy that there are no absolutes.  In a culture that denies moral absolutes it is understandable that there would be little concern about doctrinal differences.  Among those who deny the verbal inspiration of the scriptures it is understandable that there would be little concern for the original meaning of a passage of scripture.


     Individuals accustomed to the tranquil and impassive dialogues in such fellowships are often surprised by Bible classes where discussions regarding the meaning of a particular verse or paragraph can become somewhat heated.  They are even more shocked to learn of special meetings to discuss differences regarding the right of some divorced individuals to be married.  They may even be irreparably offended by decisions to disfellowship members even for scriptural reasons.


     Realizing the potential for offense and loss of members, some churches seek to prevent controversy at all costs.  They avoid controversial subjects in Bible classes and want preachers who will steer clear of them in the pulpit.  Any member who speaks up to express a conviction that might arouse opposition is quickly silenced without being given an opportunity to defend his position.  The goal is peace and tranquillity at any cost And the cost all too often is an uninformed and potentially apostate congregation.








Christians must avoid extremes and reactions.  If we consider the preaching we hear or articles we read too exclusively confrontational, we must avoid the temptation to shun all controversy


At the same time, in an age that disdains religious controversy, we must be careful not to react to the extent that we are constantly fighting something and neglecting the kind of loving exhortation that every Christian needs and the kind of patient teaching that will win the lost to Christ.


__________________________





Cont. from page 1





Just as a timid soul can't leap a large chasm by taking two medium-sized jumps, the requirements of our new life can't be met by the half-hearted efforts of our old mind. If we try to hang on to all that we think is "ours" and give God only enough of our outward behavior to get us to heaven, we are attempting the impossible. The old self will never be happy having to give up parts of itself to God. Since it never relinquishes its own will except when forced to do so, the old self will never find Jesus' yoke "easy" and His burden "light" (Matthew 11:30). So the old self must die and a new self must come to life. We must be "crucified with Christ" (Galatians 2:20). When that happens, we will then find that the Lord's "commandments are not burdensome" (1 John 5:3).





(From word points by Gary Henry)
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